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President’s  message 

by  Wayne  Homren 


Our  hobby  lost  another  of  its 
greats  on  October  18,  2000,  with 
the  death  of  numismatic  litera- 
ture dealer  John  F.  Bergman, 
after  a sudden  illness.  He  was  56 
years  old.  Always  a fixture  at  the 
Long  Beach  shows,  and  a regular 
attendee  of  the  annual  ANA  con- 
vention, John  was  as  solid  and 
honest  as  the  day  is  long.  An 
outpouring  of  tributes  came 
from  all  corners  of  the  hobby, 
and  many  will  be  published  in 
the  next  issue  of  The  Asylum. 
John  will  be  sorely  missed. 

Our  Society's  annual  general 
meeting  at  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  conven- 
tion in  downtown  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  was  attended  by 
about  some  70  bibliophiles. 
Equally  important,  our  annual 
fundraising  auction  raised 
$1,450  for  our  coffers.  The 
detailed  results  were  published 
in  the  August  27,  2000  issue  of 
our  electronic  newsletter,  The  E- 
Sylum.  Thanks  again  to  all  of 
our  donors  and  bidders. 

Speaking  of  meetings  at  the 
ANA,  NBS  Historian  Joel  Orosz 
pointed  out  at  our  general  meet- 
ing  that  the  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society  turned 
twenty  years  old  that  month. 
This  organization  was  founded 
officially  on  August  18,  1980,  at 
a meeting  at  the  ANA 


Convention  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
that  year.  Happy  Birthday! 

This  issue  of  The  Asylum  con- 
tains several  articles  of  interest. 
Karl  Moulton  leads  off  with  a 
"Behind  the  Scenes"  look  at  the 
business  side  of  our  hobby.  Joel 
Orosz  discusses  the  "Missing 
Masterpieces"  of  American 
numismatic  literature.  John  and 
Nancy  Wilson  contribute  two 
articles,  on  the  Lowe  library  sale 
and  the  special  ANA  Convention 
"Redbooks".  Pete  Smith  summa- 
rizes the  "News  from  the  Net", 
and  Asylum  editor  E.  Tomlinson 
Fort  provides  a review  of  a new 
CD-ROM  on  Scottish  Currency. 

Finally,  a number  of  members 
have  inquired  about  Life 
Membership  in  NBS.  Actually, 
we  do  have  a Life  Membership 
category,  which  was  created 
when  we  adopted  our  latest 
Constitution  and  By-Laws.  The 
cost  of  the  membership  is  set  at 
20  times  the  annual  dues,  which 
currently  amounts  to  $300  in 
North  America,  $400  elsewhere. 
To  convert  your  membership  to 
Life  status,  simply  send  the 
proper  amount  to  our  Secretary, 
Dave  Hirt. 
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Behind  The  Scenes 

by  Karl  Moulton 


Recently,  one  rather  disgrun- 
tled reader  of  the  E-Sylum,  the 
electronic  version  of  the  Asylum, 
voiced  his  negative  views  about 
buying  literature  on  the  inter- 
net. His  claim  was  that  the  book 
dealer's  "packing  charges  and  all 
just  don't  hold  up."  This  partic- 
ular inexperienced  literature 
buyer  promptly  received 
responses  from  three  of  the 
country's  top  numismatic  litera- 
ture dealers. 

E-Sylum  editor,  Wayne 
Homren  asked  me  for  a behind- 
the-scenes  look  into  what  goes 
on  in  the  numismatic  literature 
business.  Though  I have  only 
five  years  as  a dealer  in  this  par- 
ticular field  (as  compared  to 
George  Kolbe  who  has  over  30 
years),  it  is  hoped  that  what  is 
contained  in  this  article  will  find 
agreement  and  people  interested 
in  numismatics  will  gain  some 
insights. 

Becoming  an  American  numis- 
matic literature  dealer  is  not  an 
aspiration  that  many  people 
share.  This  is  easily  supported  by 
the  following  analysis:  Since  the 
late  1850's,  the  beginning  of 
interest  in  American  numismat- 
ics in  this  country,  there  have 
been  less  than  two  dozen  people 
who  have  actively  "carried  the 
banner"  when  it  comes  to  sell- 
ing numismatic  literature  in  all 
its  various  forms.  For  the  most 
part,  it  was  the  early  coin  dealers 
themselves  who  sold  literature 
in  their  auction  sales.  In  many 


cases,  these  dealers  sold  out  of 
print  copies  of  previous  coin 
auction  catalogues.  W.  Elliot 
Woodward,  a 19th  century  coin 
dealer,  was  the  leader  in  this 
regard.  Currently,  there  are  only 
about  a half  dozen  individuals 
who  deal  in  numismatic  litera- 
ture in  this  country. 

Captain  Kirk  was  wrong.  Space 
is  not  the  final  frontier,  it  is  a 
very  real  problem.  Dealers  han- 
dled an  enormous  volume  of 
material,  tons  of  it  to  be  exact. 
For  the  most  part,  bibliophiles 
have  a room  or  two  with  shelves 
for  their  library,  while  literature 
dealers  are  totally  surrounded 
and  buried  by  crammed  boxes, 
overflowing  and  bending  book- 
cases, huge  piles  on  the  floor 
and  even  more  coming  in  at  the 
post  office.  Of  course,  all  this 
material  can  be  excellent  insula- 
tion. 

This  is  what  truly  defines  a lit- 
erature dealer;  it's  similar  to 
being  a professional  photogra- 
pher. Almost  everyone  has  a 
camera  and  they  shoot  around 
20  rolls  of  film  a year.  A profes- 
sional photographer  shoots 
thousands  of  rolls  and  spends  all 
of  his  time  and  energy  trying  to 
get  the  great  shots  that  everyone 
simply  takes  for  granted. 

All  literature  dealers,  whether 
numismatic  or  not,  spend  an 
enormous  amount  of  time  orga- 
nizing and  cataloguing  invento- 
ry. Since  time  is  a very  precious 
and  valuable  commodity,  it 
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would  be  nice  to  think  it  was 
compensated  for  in  some  rea- 
sonable fashion.  However,  much 
of  what  we  do  comes  under  the 
heading  of  "a  labor  of  love." 
This  is  certainly  true  when  there 
is  a large  quantity  of  heavy 
boxes  to  sort  through. 

Supplies  are  a necessary 
expense.  Everything,  including 
heavy  cardboard  boxes,  bubble- 
wrap,  packing  peanuts,  tape  in 
various  forms  and  plastic  bags 
are  needed.  Items  such  as  invoic- 
es, labels,  file  cabinets,  packing 
tables,  an  accurate  scale,  numer- 
ous bookcases  and  shelving  all 
add  up. 

Printing  is  another  subject 
that  needs  comment.  If  you 
check  most  mail  bid  sales  or 
fixed  price  lists,  you  will  notice 
there  are  relatively  few  that  con- 
tain pictures  of  the  material 
offered.  You  may  ask,  "Why  is 
this?"  Anyone  who  has  contact- 
ed a printing  company  about 
four  color  separation  on  glossy 
paper  for  a minimum  run  of 
1000  copies  will  gladly  tell  you 
its  quite  expensive.  Thankfully, 
the  market  has  not  been  pro- 
moted to  the  point  where  we  as 
dealers  have  to  glamorize  the 
offerings  like  coin  dealers  and 
auction  houses  do.  Instead,  we 
rely  on  the  intelligence  of  our 
customers  to  understand  the 
accurate  written  descriptions. 

Another  item  to  be  taken  care 
of  is  advertising.  The  margins  in 
this  business  are  nowhere  near 
the  hyper-inflated  coin  prices 
and  the  cost  of  full-page  ads  in 
the  trade  papers  is  simply  pro- 
hibitive under  present  market 
conditions.  It  seems  that  no  one 


G9 

reads  or  gives  any  credibility  to 
something  smaller;  however, 
most  of  the  dealers  can  be  con- 
tacted by  checking  the  publica- 
tions section  (181)  in  the  Coin 
World  classifieds. 

One  annoying  element  that 
affects  everyone  is  the  shipping 
expenses  associated  with  litera- 
ture, The  costs  of  using  the 
postal  service,  or  private  ship- 
ping like  UPS  or  Fed  Ex,  are  like 
having  taxes  taken  out  of  your 
paycheck. 

It's  disheartening  to  send 
packages  overseas.  Every  ounce 
counts  and  its  not  really  fair.  For 
example,  a priority  flat  rate  can 
go  from  Boston  to  Honolulu  for 
$3.20,  or  nearly  5,500  miles.  The 
cost  increases  over  three-fold  to 
go  from  Boston  to  Europe,  a dis- 
tance of  3,500  miles.  If  you  take 
the  very  same  package  from 
Sault  St.  Marie,  Michigan  to 
Sault  St.  Marie,  Ontario,  a dis- 
tance of  less  than  two  miles,  it 
costs  more  than  $3.20  as  it's 
international  mail  and  cannot 
even  be  put  into  a U.S.  priority 
flat  rate  envelope.  This  brings  to 
mind  the  U.S.  postal  service  pri- 
ority mail  - they  cheerfully  take 
a lot  of  your  money,  but  don't 
guarantee  any  delivery  time. 
You  figure  it  out. 

The  packing  and  handling 
charges  added  to  an  invoice 
don't  even  begin  to  pay  for  the 
time  it  takes  to  get  the  item(s) 
ready  for  shipment,  this  was  a 
real  sore  spot  with  the  individ- 
ual who  bought  books  off  the 
internet.  Regrettably,  books  and 
catalogues  don't  just  jump  into 
the  boxes  by  themselves;  and 
they  are  not  that  well  trained  in 
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wrapping  and  protecting  them- 
selves either. 

What  must  be  remembered  is 
that  people  who  are  not  dealers 
are  selling  their  extra  items  on 
the  internet  as  well.  This  is  per- 
fectly acceptable  and  actually 
helps  the  market  by  generating 
and  maintaining  interest.  These 
people  also  understand  the  costs 
of  shipping  materials  and  time 
needed  to  send  things  out. 

Here  are  a few  things  to  con- 
sider. The  United  States  Mint 
has  a mailing  list  of  over  two 
million  people.  Coin  World,  the 
largest  subscription  publication, 
has  just  under  100,000  sub- 
scribers. The  ANA  has  approxi- 
mately 30,000  members.  The 
Coin  Dealer  Newsletter,  a.k.a. 
the  "Graysheet, " has  under 
8,000.  George  Kolbe,  the  leading 
numismatic  literature  dealer,  has 
a mailing  list  of  about  1,000 
people,  while  my  active  mailing 
list  has  a little  under  half  that 
amount.  This  shows  that  there 
are  a lot  of  poorly  informed  peo- 
ple out  there  buying  coins. 
Many  of  these  individuals  never 
get  past  the  ''date,  grade  and 
price"  syndrome.  It's  a shame 
they  never  learn  about  the  histo- 
ry surrounding  their  particular 
field  of  interest. 

Knowledge  is  perhaps  the 
most  important  consideration; 
all  numismatic  knowledge  is 
acquired.  You  must  read  to  learn 
and  understand.  Being  able  to 
sift  through  the  hype  associated 
with  the  commercial  aspect  of 
coin  collecting  is  one  of  the  true 
joys  of  having  a reference 
library.  Today,  all  of  the  major 
cataloguers  have  large  reference 


libraries.  They  get  much  of  this 
material  from  the  literature  deal- 
ers. 

Literature  dealers  are  well 
versed  in  the  various  idiosyn- 
crasies of  numismatic  literature, 
and  there  are  many.  You  can 
pick  our  brains  on  sale  dates, 
plates,  consignors,  market  avail- 
ability, deluxe  editions,  pricing, 
number  extent,  - the  list  is  end- 
less. We  even  supply  accurate 
information  on  many  miscon- 
structed  or  hidden  background 
details. 

It  is  up  to  each  individual  to 
learn  about  the  needed  refer- 
ences used  in  numismatic  litera- 
ture. A partial  list  of  these  would 
include  Attinelli,  Gengerke, 
Adams  1 and  2 and  Davis.  With 
these  important  guides  it  is  easy 
to  figure  out  what  you  have  and 
what  you  need.  Coin  collectors 
have  the  "Red  book"  as  a general 
guide,  and  the  "Graysheet"  for 
pricing.  However,  while  you 
may  not  believe  it,  collecting 
numismatic  literature  is  much 
more  involved  than  collecting 
coins.  For  example,  there  have 
been  over  15,000  different  coin 
auction  catalogues  printed  in 
the  United  States,  that's  a greater 
number  of  individual  items  than 
is  found  in  a complete  set  of 
United  States  coinage  by  die 
varieties.  If  you  add  foreign 
numismatic  literature  to  your 
list. ..well,  you  better  have  a big 
storage  space  available. 

Get  to  know  your  friendly 
numismatic  literature  dealer. 
They  are  well  read  and  versed. 
Amazingly,  we  as  a group  are 
one  of  the  most  overlooked 
resources  in  numismatics. 
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K Research  Query: 

Gultag  Publications 

by  Mike  Paradis 


The  purpose  of  this  note  is  to 
share  the  information  I have 
obtained  on  Guttag's  Coin 
Bulletins  and  hopefully  get  some 
feedback  to  build  a complete  list 
of  this  publication  and  any 
other  publications  issued  by 
them.  1 recently  purchased  some 
fixed  price  lists  that  were  issued 
by  the  Guttag  Brothers,  all  with 
dates  between  October  10,  1925 
and  February  17,  1928.  They  are 
all  8 1/2  by  14  inches,  three 
holes  punched  and  in  a three 
ring  binder  that  has  the  Guttag 
seal.  Most  issues  have  four  sheets 
with  printing  on  the  front  and 
back.  The  heading  on  the  first 
page  of  all  the  issues  appears  as 
follows:  "COIN  BULLETIN,  Reg. 
U.S.  Pat.  Off.,  Published  by  GUT- 
TAG BROS.,  16-18  Exchange 
Place  At  Beaver  and  Hanover 
STS.  NEW  YORK" 

The  Guttag  red  seal  is  at  the 
left  of  the  heading.  They  are  all 
identified  by  a series  followed  by 
a number,  i.e.  Series  III  No.l 
have  listed  the  series  and  num- 
bers which  I have  or  know  of  in 
the  table  below.  As  stated  previ- 
ously, the  last  date  which  I have 
is  February  17,  1928.  A recent 
Charles  Davis  Auction,  March  4, 
2000,  listed  a consignment  as 
follows:  Guttag's  Coin  Bulletin , 
1928-1929,  Volumes  6-7,  com- 
plete in  14  issues,  160,  140 
pages,  octavo,  self  covered.  A 
look  at  the  photo  provided  on 


Davis'  web  site  showed  a March 
1928  issue.  A Guttag  advertise- 
ment in  the  May  1928  issue  of 
the  Numismatist  states:  "Have 
you  seen  our  new  modern  up-to 
date  Coin  Bulletin?  It  is  printed 
in  Magazine  form  so  that  it  can 
be  bound."  Therefore,  it  appears 
the  last  issue  of  the  8 1/2  x 14 
format  was  the  February  17th, 
1928  issue  and  that  the  new  for- 
mat started  in  March  of  that 
same  year. 

Along  with  the  Coin  Bulletins 
are  five  other  sheets.  Four  appear 
to  be  additional  price  lists.  They 
are  numbered  20,  22  and  two 
copies  of  24.  These  appear  to 
have  been  included  with  issues 
of  the  Coin  Bulletin.  The  Davis 
Auction  mentioned  above  also 
contained  a single  sheet  in  the  8 
1/2  x 14  format  dated  March 
1929.  Again  looking  at  the  inter- 
net picture  provided  by  Davis, 
this  single  sheet  does  not  appear 
to  have  the  series  and  number 
on  it.  This  suggests  that  it  was 
intended  to  be  an  added  price 
list  like  the  four  listed  about. 

The  fifth  single  sheet  has  a 
January  12,  1926  date  which 
also  coincides  with  an  issue  of 
the  Coin  Bulletin.  It  states:  "Our 
mailing  list  now  consists  of  $100 
Bonds,  Foreign  Bonds,  Coin 
Bulletins,  Foreign  Money  Rates, 
Joint  Stock  Land  Bank  Stocks. 
You  will  notice  we  have  added 
several  departments  to  our  ever 
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increasing  organization.  While 
we  realize  some  will  have  use  for 
all  our  publications  we  can  send 
the  Foreign  Money  Rate  Sheet 
only  to  dealers."  I have  not  seen 
any  of  the  other  mentioned 
Guttag  publications. 

If  you  have  any  information 


on  any  of  the  Guttag's  publica- 
tions or  their  business  or  writ- 
ings which  you  would  like  to 
share  please  either  email  me  at 
mmjrsbell@worldnet.att.com  or 
write  to  me  at  P.O.  Box  275, 
Verbank,  NY  12585. 


Guttag  Coin  Bulletin 


Issue  Date  Sheets 


Series  III  No. 6 

October  10,  1925  . . . 

4 

Series  III  No. 7 

December  18,  1925.  . 
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The  Printer’s  Devil 

missing  masterpieces: 
The  Twilight  £one  of  American 
Humismatic  Literature 

by  Joel  J.  Orosz 


Somewhere  in  the  Twilight 
Zone  they  abide  — publications 
that  once  existed  and  may  still, 
but  where  we  do  not  know  — 
the  missing  masterpieces  of 
American  numismatic  literature. 
They  are  publications  that  do 
not  appear  in  Charles  Davis' 
American  Numismatic  Literature, 
as  having  been  sold  from  1980 
to  1991,  prizes  that  were  not  in 
the  Champa  collection,  nor  in 
the  Bass  collection.  Some  appear 
humble,  and  some  appear  grand, 
but  all  are  as  elusive  as  Nessie 
herself.  There  are  five  missing 
masterpieces:  The  large  paper 
edition  of  Numisgraphics;  the 
Watkins  broadsides,  both  origi- 
nal and  lithographic  copies; 
Woodward's  "several"  pre- 
Watkins  sales;  the  Winslow 
Howard  sale  of  1856;  and  the 
missing  journal  volumes  of 
Joseph  J.  Mickley. 

The  Large  Paper  Attinelli 

It  is  fitting  that  we  should 
begin  our  voyage  into  the 
Twilight  Zone  of  American 
numismatic  literature  with 
Emmanual  Joseph  Attinelli's 
Numisgraphics , or  A List  of 
Catalogues , In  Which  Occur  Coins 
or  Medals , Which  Have  Been  Sold 
by  Auction  in  the  United  States, 


Also  a List  of  Catalogues  or  Price 
Lists  of  Coins,  Issued  by  Dealers, 
Also,  a List  of  Various  Publications 
of  More  or  Less  Interest  to 
Numismatologists,  Which  Have 
Been  Published  in  the  United 
States.  Appearing  in  the  national 
centennial  year  of  1876.  This 
work  is  a remarkable  bibliogra- 
phy of  just  about  every  United 
States  imprint  having  anything 
whatever  to  do  with  numismat- 
ics in  America  from  Colonial 
times  through  1875.  Attinelli's 
scholarship  was  wide-ranging 
and  thorough-going;  he  meticu- 
lously preserved  facts  that  would 
otherwise  have  been  lost  forever. 
Numisgraphics  remains,  a century 
and  a quarter  after  its  initial 
publication,  truly  the  bible  of 
bibliophiles  of  a numismatic 
bent. 

If  Attinelli  was  a sort  of 
prophet,  however,  he  truly  was 
one  without  honor  in  his  own 
country.  Then,  as  now,  only  a 
fraction  of  numismatists  cared 
about  the  literature  of  their 
hobby.  Attinelli,  who  self-pub- 
lished, decided  upon  a modest 
press  run.  The  exact  size  is 
unknown,  but  Davis  notes  in 
American  Numismatic  Literature 
that  a good  estimate  is  fifty 
printed,  with  approximately  half 
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that  number  surviving  today. 
This  gibes  with  more  contempo- 
rary judgements,  for  in  his  sale 
number  35  (held  in  1881),  W. 
Elliot  Woodward  reckoned  that 
not  more  than  twenty-five 
copies  were  in  collectors'  hands. 

And  these  great  rarities,  mind 
you,  constitute  the  regular  edi- 
tion. On  the  bottom  of  the 
Preface  page,  Attinelli  noted 
"Ten  copies  printed  on  large 
tinted  paper."  None  of  these  ten 
has  been  sold  in  living  memory; 
indeed,  most  collectors  question 
whether  the  large  paper  copies 
were  ever  produced  at  all.  The 
theory  goes  that  Attinelli  was  so 
discouraged  by  the  slow  sale  of 
the  regular  edition,  he  never 
actually  followed  through  on  his 
intention  to  print  a large  paper 
version. 

The  biggest  reason  for  the 
indifference  of  numismatists  was 
probably  the  resounding  silence 
on  the  part  of  the  numismatic 
press.  The  august  American 
Journal  of  Numismatics  did  not 
review  Numisgraphics , and  men- 
tioned it  in  its  April  1877  issue 
only  because  Attinelli  had 
donated  a copy  to  the  New  York 
Numismatic  and  Archaeological 
Society.  The  Coin  Collector's 
Journal  expended  hot  a drop  of 
ink  in  mentioning  it.  Only  Ed. 
Frossard  in  his  house  organ 
Numisma,  printed  a review  of 
sorts,  mainly  because  he  was 
offering  copies  for  sale  at  the 
going  rate  of  two  dollars.  This 
"review"  consisted  of  a single 
sentence:  "The  last  [sic]  contri- 
bution to  American 
Numismatology  is  a work  which 
in  a somewhat  condensed  space 


gives  us  considerable  informa- 
tion concerning  the  history  of 
celebrated  American  numisma- 
tists, and  the  public  sales  of 
coins  which  have  up  to  this  time 
taken  place  in  the  United 
States." 

John  W.  Adams,  who  wrote 
the  foreword  to  the  1976 
Quarterman  Publication's 
reprint  of  Numisgraphics,  noted 
that  "it  is  a travesty  of  merit" 
that  the  book  was  so  little 
noticed,  and  so  little  purchased. 
However  light  the  initial  inter- 
est, it  didn't  take  long  for 
demand  to  outrun  the  miniscule 
supply.  Adams  observed  that 
Numisgraphics  began  appearing 
on  want  lists  as  early  as  1879. 
Today,  any  sale  of  an  original 
copy  is  a noteworthy  event; 
even  the  1976  reprint  is  out  of 
print  and  commands  prices  of 
about  $100  when  it  comes  up 
for  sale  at  auction.  The  discovery 
of  one  of  the  ten  large  paper  edi- 
tions would  be  a major  numis- 
matic event:  but  apparently 
they  were  never  issued,  correct? 

Wrong.  In  January  of  1878, 
the  C.W.  Idell  collection  was 
sold  at  Bangs  & Co.  This  rather 
undistinguished  cabinet  had  one 
important  distinction:  it  was 
the  only  coin  collection  ever  cat- 
alogued by  Emmanuel  Joseph 
Attinelli.  And  in  his  description 
for  lot  926,  Attinelli  revealed 
that  the  large  paper  copies  had 
indeed  been  printed: 
" Numisgraphics . E.J.  Attinelli. 
Royal  8vo.  123  pp.  A list  of  U.S. 
Coin  Sale  Catalogues,  Books  and 
other  publications  referring  to 
Coins  Dealers  price  lists,  etc.  Ten 
copies  of  the  above  were  printed 
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(at  $10.00  per  copy)  on  fine 
large  paper.  Either  [sic|  of  the  4 
copies  remaining  unsold  can  be 
had  by  addressing  the  author." 

Even  if  none  of  the  four 
remaining  copies  were  sold  and 
were  ultimately  destroyed,  there 
were  six  copies  that  had  made 
their  way  into  collectors'  hands. 
It  is  odd,  indeed,  that  such  spe- 
cial editions,  which  were  obvi- 
ously meant  to  be  saved,  all 
seem  to  have  been  lost  over  the 
years.  And  yet  every  one  seems 
to  have  vanished  as  mysteriously 
as  Jimmy  Hoffa.  The  closest  we 
have  come  to  seeing  one  was  in 
Charles  Davis'  sale  of  March  22, 
1997,  in  which  lot  190  was  an 
untrimmed  copy  1.5  centimeters 
taller  than  Armand  Champa's 
copy.  Davis  notes  that  Isaac 
Wood,  one  of  the  previous  own- 
ers of  the  volume,  wished  to  dis- 
pel any  notion  that  this  might 
be  a large  paper  copy,  when  he 
wrote  on  the  verso  of  the  freefly: 
"Ten  copies  on  large  paper/500 
copies  on  small  paper  (like 
this)."  One  can  only  wish  that 
this  were  not  so.  It  is  intriguing, 
however,  to  think  that  a place  in 
numismatic  bibliomania  history 
awaits  the  first  person  who 
brings  to  light  one  of  these  ten 
(or  six)  elusive  large  paper 
Attinellis. 

The  Watkins  Broadside(s) 

When  Attinelli  wrote 
Numisgraphics,  he  was  able  to 
trace  American  imprints  men- 
tioning coins  (such  as  catalogues 
of  institutional  collections)  back 
to  Colonial  times.  The  earliest 
auction  catalogue  he  could  find, 
however,  was  a broadside  offer- 
ing the  collection  of  one 
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e Benjamin  Watkins,  deceased, 
4 formerly  of  Salem,  Mass.,  on 
e June  12-13,  1828. 

Broadsides — in  today's  vernac- 
r ular,  "posters"  would  be  more 
d familiar — were  a common  means 
e of  transmitting  information 
e when  towns  were  small  and 
>.  paper  was  pricey,  a combination 
*-  of  factors  which  obtained 
i-  throughout  much  of  America's 
1 history,  from  early  provincial 
e times  well  into  the  days  of  the 
s independent  republic.  Typically, 
y only  a handful  of  broadsides 
e were  produced  to  serve  in  the 
n place  of  a catalog  for  an  auction, 
and  once  the  auction  was  over, 
n they  were  discarded, 
s Numismatic  broadsides  are 

s rare  by  definition:  the  most 
c "common"  of  them  probably 
i-  exist  in  fewer  than  ten  copies. 
;-  These  "common"  copies  date 
it  from  the  1860s  and  1870s,  when 
e they  were  purposely  saved  by 
t.  numismatic  bibliophiles;  those 
0 from  the  1850s  and  earlier, 
e before  the  American  coin  hobby 
it  reached  its  take-off  point,  exist 
(if  they  exist  at  all)  only  as  a 
n matter  of  chance, 
y The  Watkins  broadside,  happi- 

o ly,  is  one  of  those  that  somehow 
n survived.  Although  long  since 
r dethroned  as  the  earliest  coin 
auction  in  American  history  (the 
current  title-holder  is  the  broad- 
side of  the  Pierre  Eugene  Du 
Simitiere  collection,  March 
1785,  in  the  collection  of  the 
Library  Company  of 
£ Philadelphia),  the  Watkins 
broadside  is  still  a rare  prize 
from  the  cradle  age  of  American 
Numismatics,  one  that  would 
adorn  the  holdings  of  even  the 
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most  advanced  collector  of 
numismatic  literature. 

That  is,  if  one  can  be  found.  It 
is  said  that  an  original  is  in  the 
collection  of  the  Essex  Institute 
(formerly  the  Salem  East  India 
Marine  Society).  An  original  was 
in  the  Jeremiah  Colburn  collec- 
tion, and  sold  in  W.  Elliot 
Woodward's  sixth  sale,  October 
20-24,  1863.  On  page  five  of 
Numisgraphics,  Attinelli  acknowl- 
edges borrowing  an  original 
from  a New  York  collector;  since 
this  was  more  than  a decade 
after  Colburn's  copy  was  sold,  it 
may  have  been  the  same  one. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  only 
one  copy  of  the  Watkins  original 
seems  to  have  survived,  but  it  is 
a surprise  that  something  that 
should  be  far  more  common 
seems  not  to  have  survived  at 
all.  On  page  five  of 
Numisgraphics , Attinelli  notes 
that,  after  having  borrowed  the 
original  belonging  to  the  anony- 
mous New  York  collector,  he 
was  "enabled  by  the  recently 
invented  process  of  Photo- 
Litography  [sic]  to  present  as  a 
frontispiece,  a facsimile  of  the 
catalog  in  a reduced  scale.  A very 
few  copies  have  also  been  made 
of  the  same  size  as  the  original, 
which  is  eighteen  inches  in 
height." 

Once  more,  the  C.W.  Idell  cat- 
alog provides  us  with  valuable 
information.  Introducing  lot 
921,  Attinelli  notes  "the  follow- 
ing five  lots  of  catalogues  and 
addendas  [sic]  were  privately 
printed  [by  Attinelli]  and  have 
but  once  before  been  offered  at 
auction."  Just  when  that  auction 
occurred,  your  columnist  does 


not  know.  Lot  921,  however, 
pinpoints  the  number  of  copies 
made:  "1828  Watkins  Coll.  A 
photolithograph,  same  size  as 
the  original.  Thirty  copies  print- 
ed. Of  the  original  there  are  but 
two  copies  known,  one  of  these 
being  imperfect." 

Just  as  it  seems  odd  that  the 
special  large  paper  editions  of 
Numisgraphics  should  have  a sur- 
vival rate  of  zero,  so  it  seems 
peculiar  that  thirty  specially 
made  lithographs  should  all  dis- 
appear without  a trace.  Clearly, 
each  one  that  was  sold  was  pur- 
chased by  someone  who  appre- 
ciated what  it  represented,  and 
yet  none  seem  to  have  endured. 
Here  then  is  a mystery  worthy  of 
further  investigation:  What  has 
become  of  both  the  originals 
and  the  photolithographs  of  the 
Watkins  broadside? 

Woodward's  Pre-Watkins 
Sales 

Today's  numismatic  biblio- 
philes would  be  pondering 
many  more  tales  of  vanished 
volumes  were  it  not  for  W.  Elliot 
Woodward,  the  legendary 
Roxbury  apothecary,  land  specu- 
lator, and  numismatist. 
Woodward,  along  with  fellow 
hoarders  John  W.  Kline  and 
Henry  Chapman,  is  responsible 
for  saving  a clear  majority  of  all 
of  the  19th  century  American 
numismatic  catalogues  still  in 
existence.  Kline's  collection 
went  to  Chapman,  and  ultimate- 
ly became  the  "Adirondack 
Find"  mentioned  by  John  W. 
Adams  in  United  States 
Numismatic  Literature , Volume  1 
(see  your  columnist's  Curious 
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Case  of  the  Coin  Collectors  Kline 
in  Bowers  & Merena's  series 
Little  Editions).  Woodward's 
stock  eventually  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Alexander  Parker  Wylie 
of  Illinois  (see  this  column  for 
summer  of  1999,  and  first-hand 
accounts  by  Frank  Katen  in  the 
winter  1989  number,  and  John 
W.  Adams  in  the  winter  1993 
issue). 

Some  insights  on  how 
Woodward  formed  this  hoard 
are  shared  in  his  aforementioned 
Catalog  35,  emitted  in  1881: 

An  interest  is  felt  by  many 
persons  in  collecting  the 
Catalogues  of  American  Coin 
Sales,  second  only  to  their 
interest  in  the  coins  them- 
selves. Many  years  ago  I pur- 
chased the  stocks  and  remain- 
ders in  the  hands  of  the  princi- 
pal dealers,  and  have  recently 
bought  a great  number,  includ- 
ing some  of  the  early  and  rare 
issues,  together  with  illustrated 
and  extra  paper  copies,  so  that  I 
am  now  able  to  furnish  to 
order,  priced  or  plain,  the 
Catalog  of  almost  any  Coin 
Sale  that  has  taken  place  in  the 
United  States  within  the  last 
twenty-five  years.  My  collec- 
tion comprises  some  not  men- 
tioned by  Attinelli,  and  several 
prior  to  the  Watkins  Sale, 
which  he  supposed  was  the  first 
made  here. 

What  catches  the  eye  immedi- 
ately, of  course,  is  Woodward's 
claim  to  have  "several  prior  to 
the  Watkins  Sale."  By  this,  he 
probably  meant  broadsides,  for 
relatively  few  American  auctions 
of  any  sort  before  1828  merited 
a separate  printed  catalogue.  But 


what  became  of  these  broad- 
sides? By  the  time  that  Frank 
Katen  auctioned  off  the  Wylie 
Hoard  in  a series  of  three  sales  in 
1977,  not  a single  pre-Watkins 
piece  remained.  One  assumes 
that  Woodward  probably  sold 
them  to  other  collectors  before 
his  death  in  1892.  Today,  the 
surfacing  of  even  one  of  these 
pieces  would  cause  a bibiophilic 
sensation.  Where  are  they?  And 
whose  collections  might  they 
have  been? 

The  Winslow  Howard  Sale 
of  1856 

Just  as  any  book  published 
during  the  cradle  age  of  printing 
(prior  to  1501)  is  known  as  an 
incunable,  so  any  auction  cata- 
log emitted  during  the  cradle 
age  of  American  numismatics 
(prior  to  1861)  is  a numismatic 
incunable.  A mere  dozen  or  so 
copies  exist  of  the  1851  Dr. 
Lewis  Roper  sale  (see  P.  Scott 
Rubin,  "Variants  of  the  1851 
Roper  Auction  Sale  Catalog"  in 
The  Asylum , fall  1998),  which  is 
the  earliest  American  sale  that  a 
collector  can  reasonably  aspire 
to  own.  Perhaps  two  to  three 
times  as  many  copies  of  the 
1855  A.C.  0°hn  W.)  Kline  cata- 
logue are  in  existence,  and  at 
least  fifty  or  so  copies  of 
Augustus  B.  Sage's  Henry  Bogert 
collection  (1859)  are  still  with 
us. 

Whenever  an  example  of  such 
a catalogue,  all  of  which  are  list- 
ed in  Attinelli,  appears  for  sale, 
there  is  eager  bidding  among 
those  wishing  to  own  a piece  of 
history.  Imagine  how  great  the 
excitement  would  be,  therefore, 
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if  there  came  available  a sub- 
stantial 1850s  coin  auction  sale 
catalog  not  mentioned  in 
Nmnisgrapliics.  Such  a creature, 
according  to  renowned  early 
numismatist  Charles  Ira 
Bushnell,  was  the  collection  of 
Winslow  J.  Howard,  sold  at  auc- 
tion in  New  York  City  in  1856. 
Writing  in  his  slim  volume,  An 
Historical  Account  of  the  First 
Three  Business  Tokens  Issued  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  Bushnell 
notes,  on  page  17,  that  a Mott 
Jeweler's  Token  was  sold  at  the 
public  auction  of  the  Winslow  J. 
Howard  collection  in  1856, 
going  to  "Wilson"  (probably 
either  David  S.  Wilson,  or 
Rathmell  Wilson). 

Bushnell,  whose  imposing 
scholarly  skills  could  be 
matched  only  by  his  formidable 
temper,  was  not  a man  to  be 
contradicted.  Moreover,  he  had 
contact  at  some  level  with  Mr. 
Howard,  for  in  1857  Howard 
had  joined  with  Bushnell  (writ- 
ing under  the  pseudonym  of 
"Numismatist"),  in  correcting 
errors  made  by  Augustus  B.  Sage 
(writing  under  the  pseudonym 
of  "Gus"),  in  the  "Gleanings  of 
Coins"  series  of  articles  for  the 
New-York  Dispatch  (see  Q. 
David  Bowers,  American 
Numismatics  Before  the  Civil  War, 
p.  102).  Winslow  Howard's  col- 
lection seems  to  have  been 
strong  in  Colonials  and  Large 
Cents.  In  1858,  two  of  his  coins, 
the  so-called  Washington  Half 
Dollar  and  the  enigmatic  Non 
Dependens  Status  token  dated 
1878,  were  featured  in  Norton's 
Literary  Letter,  number  2. 

If  there  was  indeed  a Winslow 


Howard  auction  sale  in  1856,  it 
was  probably  a noteworthy  one, 
but  so  far,  Bushnell's  brief  men- 
tion is  the  only  record  we  have 
of  it.  Perhaps  a copy  or  two  still 
exist,  nestled  among  more  com- 
mon catalogues  of  its  time  peri- 
od. Finding  it  would  not  only  be 
a coup  for  a bibliophile;  it  would 
also  elevate  Winslow  Howard's 
status  as  one  of  the  notable  early 
American  numismatists. 

Mickley's  Missing  Journals 

Great  collectors  of  the  past, 
like  Winslow  Howard,  occupy  a 
world  that  is  largely  lost  to  us 
today.  Even  the  commonplace 
knowledge  of  their  times  (such 
as  the  names  of  their  contempo- 
raries and  the  sources  of  their 
collections),  would  be  of  intense 
interest  to  us  today.  Would  that 
they  had  all  written  diaries!  We 
know  of  at  least  one  of  these 
pioneering  collectors  who  did, 
and  it  happened  to  be  one  of  the 
greatest  of  them  all:  Joseph  J. 
Mickley.  A collector  since  at 
least  the  late  1820s,  Mickley 
gathered  one  of  America's  ency- 
clopedic collections,  and  was  at 
the  center  of  a small  but  enthu- 
siastic colony  of  fellow  aficiona- 
dos. His  journals  could  poten- 
tially hold  the  answers  to  any 
number  of  numismatic  riddles 
and  enigmas. 

Two  stubborn  facts,  however, 
conspire  against  this  happy 
thought.  The  first  is  that  the  one 
volume  of  his  journal  that  is 
known  to  exist  reveals  that 
while  Mickley  was  a crack  mete- 
orologist, faithfully  recording 
temperatures  and  other  weather 
conditions  in  his  journal,  he  was 
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but  a sporadic  chronicler  of 
things  numismatic.  One  walks 
away  from  a session  with 
Mickley's  journal  with  a far  bet- 
ter feel  for  diurnal  variations  of 
mercury  than  for  die  variations 
of  cents.  Still,  there  are  a few 
nuggets  in  the  journal,  and  if 
only  all  of  its  volumes  were 
accessible  (particularly  those  of 
the  pre- 1850s  years),  how  much 
richer  our  knowledge  of  the 
hobby  would  be  simply  from  the 
occasional  recorded  fact  or  inci- 
dent. 

The  only  volume  of  Mickley's 
journal  which  survives  covers 
the  period  from  August  1866  to 
June  1869.  Mickley  writes  within 
it  with  such  polish  and  ease  that 
it  is  clearly  not  the  work  of  a 
newcomer  to  the  craft  of  jour- 
naling. But  the  volumes  both 
before  and  after  this  one,  like 
the  coins  taken  from  Mickley  in 
1867,  are  simply  nowhere  to  be 
found.  Ah,  but  what  informa- 
tion might  reside  within  if  any 
of  the  volumes  ever  are  discov- 
ered! The  inside  workings  of  the 
antebellum  mint?  Provenances 
for  great  rarities?  Biographical 
details  on  early  numismatists? 
Secrets  revealed  by  Mickley's 
friend,  Adam  Eckfeldt,  the  ven- 
erable Chief  Coiner?  Sadly,  how- 
ever, each  of  these  volumes  has 
entered  the  Twilight  Zone. 

Of  these  fabulous  five,  it  is 
entirely  possible  that  one  or 
more  exist  in  an  institution,  or 
reposes  upon  the  shelves  of  an 
unknowing  collector.  More 
intriguing,  and  perhaps  more 
likely,  is  the  thought  that  one 
may  lie  quietly  in  a basement  or 
attic,  "unhonored  and  unsung," 


awaiting  discovery.  Would  that 
all  of  us — or  even  one  of  us — be 
so  lucky  as  to  be  the  bibliophile 
to  flush  prizes  of  such  magni- 
tude from  hiding.  Finds  such  as 
these  would  well  justify  a trip 
into  the  Twilight  Zone  of 
American  numismatic  literature. 

A note  to  readers:  Ten 

years  ago,  your  columnist 
launched  a numismatic  version 
of  Esquire  magazine's  "Dubious 
Achievement  Awards".  Dubbed 
"The  Shammies",  these  awards 
celebrated  the  employment  of 
hyperbole  in  the  service  of 
shilling  coins.  Ten  of  these 
compendiums  of  linguistic  luna- 
cy and  verbal  balderdash  have 
been  published  in  these  pages 
over  the  past  decade,  but  your 
columnist  has  decided  that  the 
series  will  end  there. 

The  reason  is  quite  simple: 
the  task  of  reading  through  hun- 
dreds of  advertisements  in 
search  of  the  most  tremendous 
tripe  is  time-consuming,  not  to 
say  often  mind-numbing. 
Hence,  it  is  time  to  move  on  to 
other  things.  Should  any  other 
NBS  member  wish  to  take  up  the 
task  of  researching  and  writing 
The  Shammies,  your  columnist 
will  be  happy  to  bestow  all 
rights  and  privileges  thereunto 
appertaining  upon  him  or  her. 

Finally,  a special  thanks  so 
much  to  all  of  the  NBS  members 
who  have  called  or  written  to 
say  how  much  they  have 
enjoyed  "The  Shammies"  over 
the  years,  and  a special  debt  of 
gratitude  is  owed  to  all  those 
who  have  shared  items  for  inclu- 
sion. 
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The  Ken  lowe  Library  Sale 

by  John  and  Nancy  Wilson 


The  44th  Anniversary  of  the 
Michigan  State  Numismatic 
Society  not  only  featured  the 
very  popular  Craig  A.  Whitford 
Numismatic  Auction,  but  also  a 
literature  sale  by  the  Money 
Tree.  Both  sales  were  held  at  the 
Hyatt  Regency,  in  Dearborn, 
Michigan,  Fairlane  Town  Center, 
during  the  Thanksgiving  week- 
end. It  is  amazing  that  year  after 
year  this  Thanksgiving  weekend 
coin  convention  always  sells  out 
its  bourse  and  attracts  thousands 
of  collectors,  dealers  and  visi- 
tors. The  majority  of  the  dealers 
setup  on  Thursday  night.  With 
free  parking  and  a decent  hotel 
rate,  it  is  a great  venue  for  a coin 
convention  and  auction. 

We  received  the  catalogue  of 
"The  Kenneth  Lowe  Library" 
several  weeks  before  the  sale.  We 
were  told  months  ago  that  the 
sale  would  have  many  exciting 
numismatic  references  and  sale 
catalogs  in  it.  We  were  not  dis- 
appointed with  the  material 
between  the  pages.  While  going 
through  the  catalogue,  it 
appeared  page  after  page  was 
filled  with  special  hardbound 
and  or  leather  or  even  marbled 
deluxe  editions.  Many  of  these 
had  a greeting  to  Ken  from  the 
author  or  auction  house.  We 
have  only  a handful  of  these  in 
our  library  and  treasure  them 
very  highly.  Ken  was  thought  of 
very  highly  by  the  majority  of 
authors  and  auction  houses  in 
our  numismatic  hobby. 


The  floor/mail  bid  section 
which  was  held  on  Saturday, 
November  27th  contained  300 
lots.  A mail  bid  section  con- 
tained another  441  lots,  and 
that  closed  on  December  4th. 
Both  sections  were  in  one  cata- 
logue, but  when  we  arrived  for 
the  auction  lot  viewing  on 
Friday,  we  discovered  that  they 
had  prepared  a spiral  bound  cat- 
alogue, just  for  the  floor  sale. 
This  was  the  Money  Tree's  32nd 
numismatic  literature  sale  and 
first  ever  floor  (and  mail  bid) 
sale.  It  couldn't  have  been  held 
in  conjunction  with  a better 
convention.  We  were  very 
pleased  to  see  the  owners  of 
"The  Money  Tree,"  Myron  and 
Daryl  Xenos  along  with  David 
and  Sherry  Sklow.  After  saying 
our  hellos,  we  looked  through 
some  catalogues  and  other 
things  they  brought  to  sell  and 
the  lots  we  were  interested  in. 
From  time  to  time  up  to  the 
actual  sale,  we  constantly  saw 
interested  collectors  and  dealers 
going  through  the  auction  lots. 

We  arrived  at  the  sale  at  about 
1:20  P.M.  on  Saturday.  The  sale 
room  was  in  the  Bugatti  Royale 
located  on  the  mezzanine  level 
of  the  Hyatt.  Several  numismatic 
luminaries  were  in  attendance  at 
the  sale,  with  some  holding  sev- 
eral bidder  paddles.  Two  phones 
were  set  for  action  in  the  sale. 
Myron  greeted  everyone  to  the 
sale  and  the  auction  started  at 
about  1:40  p.m. 
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Everyone  was  anxious  for  the 
sale  to  start.  David  Sklow  han- 
dled the  book  and  called  out  the 
opening  bids.  Sherry  and  Darryl 
kept  track  of  what  the  material 
sold  for.  The  room  was  well  lit 
and  carpeted.  After  a lot  opened, 
Myron  made  sure  that  everyone 
had  a chance  to  bid  on  a lot.  He 
constantly  looked  left,  right  and 
straight  ahead  looking  for  bid- 
ders. This  gave  everyone  a 
chance  to  think,  and  rethink 
any  lot. 

With  limited  space,  we  will 
cover  some  of  the  highlights. 
Lot  11  contained  the  Alan 
Kessler  1976  red  cloth,  gilt,  The 
Fugio  Cents  book  in  new  condi- 
tion. Estimated  at  $100,  it 
opened  at  $115,  and  sold  to  a 
phone  bidder  for  $235.  Lot  24 
contained  a fine  condition  1915 
reference  on,  Large  U.S.  Cents.  A 
Monograph  on  the  Big  Copper 
" Pennies , by  Theodore  Venn. 
Estimated  at  $150,  it  opened  at 
$125,  and  sold  to  literature  spe- 
cialist and  dealer  John  Bergman 
for  $250.  Bradley  Karoleff's  1996 
deluxe  edition  of  Bust  Half  Dollar 
Bibliomania , in  new  condition 
was  estimated  at  $100.  Opening 
at  $110,  it  sold  to  literature  spe- 
cialist John  Burns  for  $180.  The 
book  was  the  underbidder.  Lot 
37  contained  a 1883,  1st  edition, 
1st  issue,  cloth  covered  and  plat- 
ed reference  on,  A Classification 
of  the  Early  Half-Dimes  of  the  U.  S. 
With  a few  Remarks  on  Their 
Types , Varieties , Rarity,  Etc.  With 
only  100  copies  produced  and 
only  40  issued  with  plates,  this 
plated  copy  was  estimated  at 
$750.  Opening  at  estimate,  this 


rare  item  sold  to  a phone  bidder 
for  $960. 

Lot  51,  the  Agnes  Baldwin, 
American  Numismatic  Society, 
catalogue  of  the  International 
Exhibition  of  Contemporary 
Medals,  The  ANS,  March,  1910 
New  and  Revised,  1911,  in  fine 
condition.  Estimated  at  $100,  it 
opened  and  sold  to  the  book  for 
$275.  Literature  specialist 
Michael  Sullivan  was  the  suc- 
cessful bidder  on  Lot  70  which 
contained  the  Melville  A. 
Jamieson,  Medals  Awarded  to 
North  American  Indian  Chiefs 
1714-1922,  dated  1936  in  fine 
condition.  Estimated  at  $100,  it 
opened  at  $110  and  sold  for 
$150.  Lot  98  contained  a fine 
condition,  presentation  copy  of 
Wayte  Raymond's,  Standard 
Catalogue  of  U.  S.  Coins  & 
Currency,  1934  (Ex  Champa  & B 
& M Sale  Four,  Lot  3873). 
Estimated  at  $950,  it  opened  at 
$900  and  sold  to  a phone  bidder 
for  $1,160. 

Lot  102  was  a new,  47th 
Edition  1994  "Red  Book,"  A 
Guidebook  of  U.  S.  Coins  by 
Richard  S.  Yeoman.  Ken  Lowe 
personally  took  this  book 
around  the  Detroit,  103rd  ANA 
convention  and  had  75  luminar- 
ies sign  it.  It  was  also  canceled  at 
the  show.  Estimated  at  $100,  it 
amazingly  opened  at  $175  and 
after  furious  competition  from 
Craig  Whitford  (who  was 
General  Chairman  for  that  con- 
vention), it  sold  to  John 
Bergman  for  $450.  We  thought 
that  Myron  was  going  to  get 
whip  lash,  as  his  head  was  mov- 
ing up  and  down  so  quickly,  tak- 
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ing  bids  between  the  two.  Craig 
left  shaking  his  head  in  despair, 
possibly  thinking  he  maybe 
should  have  went  just  a little 
higher.  Just  a hint  to  collectors  / 
dealers  going  to  the  Philly  ANA 
2000  convention.  Buy  the  hard 
bound  year  2000  “Red  Book," 
cancel  it  on  the  first  day  of  the 
show,  and  then  get  as  many 
luminaries  to  sign  it  as  you  can. 
Just  think  of  the  potential  for 
such  a book  down  the  road. 

Lot  119,  U.  S.  Government: 
Department  of  State,  The  History 
of  the  Seal  of  the  U.  S,  1909  in  VF 
and  scarce.  Estimated  at  $200,  it 
opened  at  $110  and  sold  to  liter- 
ature specialist  Wayne  Homren 
for  $235.  Still  in  demand  is  John 
Adams,  U.S.  Numismatic 
Literature  Vol.  1,  1982  book  (this 
being  copy  380  of  500)  that  was 
in  lot  123.  Estimated  at  $100,  it 
opened  at  $110  and  sold  to  a 
phone  bidder  for  $145.  Lot  143 
contained  the  out-dated 
Numismatic  Bibliography,  1951 
reference  in  VF.  It  opened  and 
sold  to  the  book  for  $15.  This 
was  the  lowest  priced  book  sold 
in  the  auction.  We  were  the 
proud  buyers  of  Lot  146.  This 
1983  reprint  of  Ed  Frossard's 
Numisma  (produced  by  RAMM) 
complete  in  10  volumes  was  esti- 
mated and  opened  at  $150  and 
sold  for  $190.  A nice  addition  to 
our  library.  Lot  151  was  Pete 
Smith's  (Deluxe  copy  no. 8 of 
10),  American  Numismatic 
Biographies,  1992,  1st  edition. 
Estimated  at  $100,  it  sold  to  the 
book  for  $165.  Lot  154  con- 
tained the  Edgar  Souders  1995, 
Bust  Half  Fever  1807-1836, 
Money  Tree  Press,  1st  edition 


presentation  copy  nos.  4 of  5,  in 
new  condition.  Opening  $100 
lower  then  the  $225  estimate,  it 
sold  for  $385  to  a floor  bidder 
who  was  sitting  directly  in  front 
of  the  author.  Lot  168  contained 
the  deluxe  limited  presentation 
editions  of  The  Eliasberg  and 
Brand  Collections,  1982-1984,  by 
Bowers  and  Merena.  This  was 
copy  no.  7 of  15  that  were  print- 
ed. Estimated  at  $250,  it  opened 
at  $176,  and  sold  to  Michael 
Sullivan  for  $455. 

Lot  169  contained  one  of  the 
highlights  of  the  sale.  The  S.  H. 
Chapman,  June  9,  1924,  The 
Collection  of  U.  S.  Cents  and  Half 
Cents  of  Mr.  F.  G.  Simpson,  (ex 
Champa  and  Bowers  and 
Merena  sale  Lot  158).  The  esti- 
mate was  $1,250.  Opening  at 
$950,  it  sold  to  a phone  bidder 
for  $1,950.  Back  and  forth  and 
back  and  forth  Myron's  arms 
were  swinging  from  one  phone 
bidder  to  the  other  phone  bid- 
der. He  appeared  to  be  conduct- 
ing an  orchestra.  Lot  170  was  a 
Thomas  Elder,  June  15-16,  1908 
The  Gschwend  Collection  of  Coins, 
in  fine  condition  This  was  the 
special  illustrated  hardbound 
edition.  Rated  by  Adams  as  A+,  it 
was  estimated  at  $500.  Opening 
at  $700,  we  had  another  phone 
to  phone  contest  and  it  eventu- 
ally sold  for  $1,840.  The  book 
had  a top  bid  of  $940.  It  seemed 
like  an  eternity  while  Myron 
waited  for  the  parties  on  the 
other  side  of  the  phones  to  make 
up  their  minds,  whether  they 
wanted  to  bid  or  not.  John 
Burns  said  after  it  closed,  that 
this  was  a new  world  record  for 
the  catalogue.  Lot  44,  The 
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Asylum  Vol.  1 no.l  through 
Volume  15  no. 2 (1980-1997),  in 
VF  condition.  This  was  Ken 
Lowe's  personal  set.  Estimated  at 
$250,  it  opened  at  $225  and  sold 
to  the  book  for  $275. 

Lot  246  contained  a Ramm 
Communications  (Remy  Bourne) 
Fixed  Price  Lists  & Premium  Paid 
for  List  of  the  U.  S.  Coin  Dealers, 
1822-1900  Vol.  1,1988.  Limited 
to  32  numbered  copies,  this  was 
copy  no. 5.  It  was  inscribed  to 
the  Katens.  Estimated  at  $100,  it 
sold  to  the  book  for  $250.  David 
Sklow  mentioned  that  $300 
wouldn't  have  been  successful 
for  the  lot.  Lot  255  contained  a 
complete  set  of  the  Stack's 
Numismatic  Review,  Vols.  1 to  4, 
complete  in  14  issues  (1943- 
1947).  Estimated  at  $150,  this 
popular  periodical  digest  on 
numismatic  subjects  opened  at 
$80  and  sold  to  a phone  bidder 
for  $140.  Lot  287,  Spink  Coin 
Auctions,  The  Norweb  Collection 
of  English  Coins"  Parts  1-4,  1985- 
1987  (special  library  edition  - 80 
produced),  in  fine  condition  (ex. 
Davis  sale  no. 27  lot  587). 
Estimated  at  $200,  it  sold  to  the 
floor  for  $326,  after  opening  at 
$230. 

The  sale  took  about  three 
hours  and  there  were  two 
breaks.  Everyone  appeared  to  at 
least  get  something  from  the 
sale.  The  phone  bidders  were 
online  for  much  of  the  sale. 
They  had  strong  bids.  David 
Sklow  told  me  that  they  had  150 
total  bidders  registered,  with  50 
of  them  at  the  sale.  Of  course, 
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this  number  would  grow  for  the 
mail  bid  sale  which  closed  the 
following  week.  All  the  prices 
listed  in  this  story  don't  include 
the  10%  buyers  fee.  With  a 
strong  book,  along  with  floor 
and  phone  bidders,  the  sale  was 
very  successful.  Everything  sold 
and  we  are  sure  most  people  in 
attendance  were  able  to  add  to 
their  libraries.  Literature  is  very 
strong  and  many  collectors  are 
following  the  advice  “to  buy  the 
book  before  the  coin.'' 

We  would  like  to  say  a few 
words  about  our  friend  Kenneth 
M.  Lowe.  He  was  a good  friend 
of  almost  everyone  that  is 
known  in  our  numismatic 
hobby.  To  sum  up  Ken's  life  - he 
was  like  Will  Rogers  who  never 
met  a person  he  didn't  like.  We 
never  heard  Ken  say  anything 
bad  about  anyone,  and  he 
always  had  a smile  on  his  face. 
He  was  a great  conversationalist. 
We  were  receiving  Money  Tree 
catalogues  almost  from  the  start 
and  enjoyed  participating  in 
their  sales.  Over  the  years,  Ken 
edited  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing publications  you  could  ever 
find,  Out  on  a Limb.  Every  year 
after  the  ANA  convention,  he 
would  take  the  time  to  do  an 
article  on  the  convention.  It  was 
always  interesting  and  well 
done.  His  passing  left  a great 
void  in  our  numismatic  hobby. 
This  sale  of  his  outstanding 
library,  is  a testament  to  how 
great  a collector  Ken  was  when  it 
came  to  numismatic  books  and 
literature. 
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Hews  From  The  Hef 

by  Pete  Smith 


By  July  of  2000,  the  number  of 
subscribers  to  The  E-Sylum 
reached  300.  The  E-Sylum  is  an 
electronic  newsletter  for  anyone 
who  is  interested  in  numismatic 
literature  and  has  an  e-mail 
address.  To  be  included,  send 
your  e-mail  address  to  Wayne 
Homren  at  whomren@  coinli- 
brary.com.  Items  mentioned 
below  appeared  in  the  first  half 
of  2000. 

Officer  Turnover 

The  resignation  of  NBS  vice 
president  David  Sklow  was 
announced  on  March  19.  He 
also  left  The  Money  Tree  in 
Ohio  and  moved  to  Florida.  In  a 
related  item,  Myron  Xenos 
announced  cessation  of  the 
firm's  numismatic  literature 
sales.  On  April  9,  the  appoint- 
ment of  Tom  Sheehan  as  vice 
president  was  announced. 
Former  board  member  Pete 
Smith  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy  on  the  board  created 
through  Tom's  promotion. 

Marriage  Announcement 

NBS  Secretary-Treasurer  Dave 
Hirt  announced  his  marriage  to 
Emilia  Bartfai  on  May  27,  2000. 
They  were  married  in  Budapest, 
Hungary. 

Death  Announcements 

The  death  of  Michael  Craven 
was  announced  on  May  7. 
Craven  produced  numismatic 
videos  including  "The  Granite 
Lady,"  ".900  Fine,"  and  "Keys  to 


the  Treasury."  He  turned  an  old 
film  on  Laura  Gardin  Fraser  into 
"The  Medal  Maker." 

On  April  30,  2000,  Craven 
stopped  on  a Los  Angeles  free- 
way to  confront  the  occupants 
of  a stolen  Chevrolet  Suburban 
that  had  thrown  eggs  at  his  car. 
As  he  approached  the  car,  they 
drove  over  him.  He  is  survived 
by  a son  and  ex-wife. 

Peter  Jones,  manager  of 
Seaby's  book  department  died 
on  March  3.  While  at  Seaby's, 
1959  to  1982,  he  managed  one 
of  the  finest  numismatic  book 
shops  in  the  world.  He  rose  to 
Assistant  Manager  and  later 
Director  of  B.A.  Seaby  Ltd.  After 
leaving  Seaby's,  he  dealt  in 
books  from  home.  He  and  his 
wife  hosted  occasional  dinner 
parties  remembered  by  their 
friends.  Ken  Bressett  wrote, 
"Peter  and  Donna  Jones  were 
two  of  the  nicest  people  in  all  of 
the  numismatic  world." 

Marcella  Sheldon,  widow  of  M. 
Vernon  Sheldon,  died  in  1999. 
Her  card  index  for  The 
Numismatist  was  used  in  prepa- 
ration of  the  published  ANA 
index. 

Book  Releases 

David  Cassel  announced 
release  of  United  States  Pattern 
Postage  Currency  Coins.  He  pro- 
duced 110  numbered  hardbound 
copies. 

Georges  Depeyrot  announced 
release  of  the  second  volume  of 
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Coin  Finds  in  Armenia  by 
Khatchatur  Mousheghian, 
Anahit  Mousheghian  and 
Georges  Depeyrot  covering  finds 
in  Duin,  Armenia,  and  invento- 
ries of  Sasanian  and  Byzantine 
coins  in  Armenia.  Later  he 
announced  the  release  of  the 
third  volume. 

Glen  Shake  announced  publi- 
cation of  Coins  of  the  Khazar 
Empire.  The  author  can  be 
reached  at  ipp@ticnet.com. 

Court  Report 

Those  who  attended  the  "great 
debate"  between  Theodore  V. 
Buttrey  and  Michael  Hodder  will 
recall  Buttrey's  announcement 
that  he  would  submit  informa- 
tion to  the  New  York  Attorney 
General.  A report  by  Victoria 
Stone  Moledor  indicated  that 
attorneys  representing  John  J. 
Ford,  Harvey  Stack  and  the  firm 
of  Stack's  L.L.C.  had  filed  a suit 
against  Buttrey  on  April  27. 

Hodder  Publishes 

Michael  Hodder's  research  on 
American  gold  bars  was  pub- 
lished by  the  American 
Numismatic  Society  as  "Western 
American  Gold  and  Unparted 
Bars:  A Review  of  the  Evidence." 
American  Journal  of  Numismatics , 
2nd.  ser.  11  (1999),  pp.85-149. 
Research  Queries 

Q.  David  Bowers  asked  for 
access  to  the  Boston  Evening 
Transcript  of  1855  to  1860. 

Allan  Davisson  asked  when 
the  term  "Conder  Token"  was 
first  used  to  refer  to  the  provin- 
cial tokens  of  Britain.  Myron 
Xenos  mentioned  that  the  term 
was  used  in  the  Coin  Collector's 


Journal  in  the  1930's. 

Tom  DeLorey  referred  to  an 
1863  Bangs  Merwin  & Co.  sale 
of  patterns  and  asked  about  the 
earliest  known  American  sale  of 
patterns.  Ken  Bressett  men- 
tioned an  1860  sale  by  Leonard 
& Co.  Charlie  Horning  men- 
tioned a Bangs  sale  of  June  1859. 

Asylum  editor  Fort  is  gathering 
information  on  articles  on 
American  numismatics  pub- 
lished outside  the  United  States. 

George  Fuld  was  looking  for  a 
named  copy  of  Chapman's  Petry 
collection  of  May  10,  1893.  He 
wanted  to  identify  the  purchaser 
of  lot  773. 

Ed  Krivoniak  was  looking  for  a 
copy  of  the  Royal  Mint  Report 
for  1945.  He  is  researching  1945 
New  Zealand  darkened  pennies. 

Lawrence  Lee,  curator  of  the 
Byron  Reed  collection,  asked  for 
help  identifying  Reed's  purchas- 
es at  public  sales. 

Alan  Luedeking  asked  for  guid- 
ance on  converting  color  slides 
to  a digital  format.  He  wanted  to 
use  the  images  in  a Powerpoint 
presentation.  Bob  Cochran, 
Mike  Metras  and  Kerry 
Wetterstrom  responded  with 
their  experiences. 

Tom  O'Mara  asked  for  hand- 
writing samples  for  Ed  Frossard. 
He  wanted  to  compare  with 
notes  on  an  auction  catalog. 

Larry  Mitchell  asked  about 
children's  money-counting 
books  for  an  article  on  the  topic. 

Sale  results 

George  Kolbe  announced  the 
results  from  sale  of  the  Bass 
library. 

A large  paper  set  of  Woodward 
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"Semi-Annual"  catalogs  realized 
$38,500. 

A leather-bound  set  of  The 
Numismatist  1888-1952  realized 
$29,700. 

Two  photographic  albums 
showing  Colonel  Green's  collec- 
tion of  United  States  Eagles  and 
Half  Eagles  realized  $25,300. 

A.M.  Hart's  work  on  American 
colonial  paper  money  with  rare 
"historical  chart"  realized 
$20,000. 

ANS  Library  Catalog  Online 

The  library  catalogue  for  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  is 
now  available  at  www.amnu- 
soc.org/search.  They  also  have  a 
database  of  objects  available  on- 
line. In  the  future,  they  hope  to 
offer  pictures  of  their  collection 
on-line. 

NBS  Web  Site  Search 

The  NBS  Website  is  at 
www.coinbooks.org.  The  site 
recently  added  a full  text  search 
feature. 

Electronic  Fake 

Andy  Lustig  reported  that  the 
Clark  Gruber  $20  on  the  ANA 
homepage  is  a fake. 

Josh  Tatum  Discussion 

Some  numismatic  references 
suggest  that  the  term  "Josh" 
dates  back  to  Josh  Tatum,  who 
may  have  passed  gold-plated  5- 
cent  coins  of  1883.  The 
Merriam-Webster  on-line  dictio- 
nary dates  the  term  back  to 
1852. 

Carl  Honore  is  working  on  a 
book  The  Life  and  Times  of  the 
Liberty  Nickel.  He  mentioned 
that  "Josh"  may  have  referred  to 


Josh  Billings.  Bob  Van  Ryzin 
included  Tatum  in  his  book, 
Twisted  Tails  with  Material 
Provided  by  Eric  van  Klinger.  They 
agree  that  usage  of  the  term 
"Josh"  predates  both  Josh  Tatum 
and  Josh  Billings. 

Additional  discussion  con- 
cerned the  lack  of  contemporary 
documentation  that  supports 
the  Tatum  story. 

Important  Events 

Readers  were  asked  to  name 
what  they  considered  the  most 
important  American  numismatic 
events  of  the  century.  Brad 
Karoleff  responded  with  his  list: 

1.  Publication  of  The  American 
Numismatist  in  1888. 

2.  Formation  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  - 1891. 

3.  Beginning  of  commemora- 
tive coinage  in  1893. 

4.  Redesign  of  American 
coinage  influenced  by  St. 
Gaudins. 

5.  Issue  of  pennyboards. 

6.  Publication  of  the  "Red 
book." 

7.  Removal  of  silver  from 
coinage  in  1964. 

8.  BU  Investment  roll  craze, 
1955  double  die  cents  and  1960 
small  date  cents. 

9.  Redemption  of  silver  certifi- 
cates. 

10.  Release  of  the  ANA  grading 
guide  and  formation  of  ANACS. 

11.  The  1980  gold  and  silver 
rush. 

12.  "Slabbing"  by  PCGS  and 
NGC. 

13.  Publication  of  Coin  World. 

14.  Publication  of  the  Star  Rare 
Coin  Encyclopedia  by  B.  Max 
Mehl. 
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15.  Publication  of  Early 
American  Cents  by  William 
Sheldon. 

16.  Formation  of  EAC  and 
publication  of  Penny  Wise. 

17.  Government  sale  of  silver 
dollars  in  1972. 

18.  The  fifty-State  Quarter  pro- 
gram 

John  and  Nancy  Wilson  added 
publication  of  Numismatic  News 
to  their  list. 

Numismatic  Index 

An  index  of  numismatic  peri- 
odicals is  now  available  through 
the  Numismatic  Indexes  Project 
of  the  Harry  Bass  Foundation.  In 
the  past  this  was  available 
through  the  American 
Numismatic  Society  webpage.  It 
is  now  available  at  harrybass- 
foundation.org/  search_  num- 
lit.asp.  These  periodicals  include 
more  than  75,000  entries: 

1.  American  Journal  of 
Numismatics,  1st  series,  1866- 
1924 

2.  American  Journal  of 
Numismatics,  2nd  series,  1989- 
Present 

3.  American  Numismatic  Society 
Proceedings  1878-1914 

4.  Museum  Notes  1945-1988 

5.  Coinage  of  the  Americas 
Conference,  1984-Present 

6.  Numismatic  Notes  and 
Monographs  1921-1968 

7.  Numismatic  Studies  1938- 
1993 

8.  The  Colonial  Newsletter 

9.  The  Numismatist  1988- 
Present 

10.  Numismatic  Scrapbook 
Magazine  1935-1975 

11.  Numismatic  Review  1943- 
1947 


12.  Coin  Collector's  Journal 
1875-1888 

13.  Coin  Collector's  Journal, 
new  series,  1934-1954 

14.  The  Celator  1987-Present 

15.  The  Asylum  1980-1997 

Numismatic  Literature 
First? 

What  may  be  a first  occurred 
with  the  Heritage  sale  for  May 
2000.  The  auction  catalog  was 
produced  on  a CD.  (A  personal 
note:  I passed  by  the  Heritage 
table  after  they  left  the  Central 
States  show.  I could  have  picked 
up  several  copies  of  the  sale  CD. 
I didn't  bother  to  take  even  one 
copy.) 

Book  Preservation 

In  response  to  earlier  ques- 
tions, Mike  Jones  offered  his 
suggestions  on  book  preserva- 
tion. 

"One:  Each  book/catalog 
should  be  protected  by  placing  it 
in  a clear  archival  sleeve  with 
sensitive  closure  ...  this  would  at 
least  eliminate  dust  and  the  rub- 
bings from  each  other  especially 
taking  it  out  and  placing  back  in 
the  bookshelf  ...  glass-fitted 
doors  are  a must  for  bookcases. 

Two:  Never,  ever  pull  books 
from  shelves  by  grabbing  the 
head  of  the  spine  ...  sooner  or 
later  you  will  have  nice  books 
with  tender  spines. 

Three:  Never,  ever  open  books 
flat  on  a table  to  read  ...  either 
hold  in  your  palms  and  open  at 
a V angle  or  place  supports  at 
each  cover  so  that  they  do  not 
open  flat. 

Four:  I just  hate  it  when  I see 
good  books  displayed  slanted  on 
bookshelves  ...  they're  gonna 
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buckle  sooner  rather  than  later. 

Five:  There  have  been  many 
talks  over  the  years  about  main- 
taining proper  temperature  and 
humidity  for  coins  and  books  ... 
this  is  quite  unrealistic  for  most 
of  us  ...  common  sense  for  each 
region  must  be  used. 

Six:  Simple  repairs  are  a must! 
...  tears  must  be  closed  before 
they  get  to  be  ugly  ...  if  plates 
had  tissue  guards  originally  and 
are  not  there,  it's  best  to  substi- 
tute with  some  imagination, 
otherwise  the  plates  and  the  fac- 
ing text  pages  will  turn  on  you 
...  sometimes  it  is  best  to  lightly 
trim  edges  of  brittle  untrimmed 
pages  so  that  they  don't  get 


deeper  in  trouble,  though  some 
purists  will  disagree  ...  if  the 
original  staples  holding  the 
booklets  together  are  about  to 
rust  or  rusted,  best  take  them 
out  and  replace  them  or  just  lay 
loose  within,  as  once  the  rust 
starts  in,  nothing  can  be  done  to 
take  the  spots  off. 

Seven:  best  never  to  buy  books 
with  problems  to  begin  with,  as 
they  will  cost  you  in  a long  run 
...  scotch-taped  pages  with 
browning  ...  more  than  minor 
foxing  ...  rebound  using  modern 
covers  ...  waterstaining  ...  etc.  I 
am  sure  each  collector  has  his 
tolerance  level  and  you  know 
what  that  is  for  yourself." 


Get  on  Board  with  The  E-Sylura 

the  weekly  e-mail  newsletter  of  the 
Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 

Hundreds  of  bibliophiles  around  the  U.S.  and  the 
world  subscribe  to  this  free  publication,  containing 
news  and  information  about  NBS 
and  numismatic  literature  in  general. 


To  subscribe,  write  to  Wayne  Homren  at 
whomren@coinlibrary.com 
For  more  information,  see  the  NBS  web  site  at 
http://www.coinbooks.org/ 
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Overprinted  Coin  Show  Red 
Boohs  and  ffir.  Teo 

by  John  and  Nancy  Wilson 


In  1985  we  were  appointed 
Co-Assistant  General  Chairmen 
for  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  Convention  which 
was  held  in  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin.  The  coin  show  was 
held  at  the  MECCA  downtown 
convention  center.  Being  excited 
about  "the  big  one"  coming 
back  to  Milwaukee  after  35 
years,  we  wanted  the  show  to  be 
the  best  it  could  possibly  be.  We 
talked  to  our  local  committee 
and  ANA  Headquarters  about 
doing  an  overprinted  "Red 
Book,"  and  they  were  all  excited. 
We  approached  Western 
Publishing  Company  about 
doing  a "Red  Book"  for  the  ANA 
Saturday  Night  Banquet.  Ed 
Metzger,  who  handles  the  coin 
products  for  Western,  was  very 
receptive  to  doing  an  overprint- 
ed 40th  edition  1987  "Red 
Book"  for  the  show.  It  was 
decided  that  the  official  ANA 
Medal  depicting  the  three 
famous  Wisconsin  numismatists 
would  be  overprinted  on  the 
"Red  Book."  The  three 
Wisconsin  numismatists  were 
Henry  Granberg,  Chester  Krause 
and  R.S.  "Dick"  Yeoman.  The 
overprint  was  the  same  color  as 
the  other  information  on  the 
cover  of  the  book.  About  500  of 
the  overprinted  "Red  Books" 
were  produced  and  given  out  at 
the  banquet.  These  overprinted 


"Red  Books"  became  very  popu- 
lar the  next  day  at  the  show. 
Several  changed  hands  for  $75 
or  more.  A lot  of  collectors  and 
dealers  who  could  have  gone  to 
the  banquet  were  disappointed 
that  they  had  not  been  there. 

The  other  significant  over- 
printed "Red  Book"  was  done  for 
the  ANA  Convention  held  in 
Chicago,  Illinois,  in  1991.  John 
Wilson  was  the  General 
Chairman  of  the  show  and  we 
wished  to  make  this  convention 
something  special.  We  brought 
up  the  idea  of  an  overprinted 
"Red  Book"  with  the  committee 
and  they  approved  it.  Once 
again,  Ed  Metzger  and  Western 
Publishing  Company  came 
through  with  another  "Red 
Book."  Overprinted  on  this  45th 
edition  1992  "Red  Book"  was  the 
American  Numismatic  Assoc. 
Logo  that  was  used  to  promote 
the  convention,  and  in  particu- 
lar the  1891-1991  Club.  Circular 
in  form,  it  reads  from  top  to  bot- 
tom, "American  Numismatic 
Association  Celebrating  100 
years  1891-1991."  Below  the 
logo  are  the  dates  of  the  show, 
August  13-18,  1991  and  the  city, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

This  ''Red  Book"  proved  to  be 
the  hardest  to  get  done  because 
the  size  of  the  banquet  kept 
growing  larger  and  larger. 
Originally  the  banquet  was  slat- 


20  SUMMER  2000  # THE  ASYLUM 


ed  to  be  for  about  250  to  300 
persons.  Then  it  grew  to  400  and 
then  to  over  500  people.  Ed 
Metzger  was  growing  very  impa- 
tient with  us  and  when  the  ban- 
quent  grew  to  about  550  we 
agreed  with  him  that  600  would 
do.  Ruthann  Brettell,  the  ANA's 
convention  manager,  did  not 
want  the  banquet  to  exceed  600. 

Ed  produced  about  650  over- 
printed "red  Books"  for  the  con- 
vention banquet  which  was  held 
at  the  Rosement  Hyatt.  Ed  kept 
the  additional  50  copies  for 
friends  and  associates.  Needless 
to  say  everyone  was  very  excited 
to  get  this  outstanding  gift  at 
the  banquet  that  Saturday  night. 
As  a matter  of  fact,  slightly  over 
600  people  attended  the  ban- 
quet and  a few  of  them  did  not 
get  one  of  the  special  "Red 
Books." 

Once  again  the  talk  at  the 
show  on  Sunday  was  the  over- 
printed "Red  Books"  that  were 
given  out  at  the  banquet.  They 
were  trading  hands  on  Sunday 
for  $75  or  more. 

One  of  the  famous  personali- 
ties that  attended  the  1986 
Milwaukee  convention  was  the 
author  of  The  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins  (the  "Red 
Book"),  Richard  S.  Yeoman.  John 
had  Yeoman  autograph  the  copy 
that  he  had  received  at  the  ban- 
quet. We  do  not  know  how 
many  of  the  "Red  Books"  with 
the  overprint  were  autographed 
by  Yeoman,  but  it  is  likely  that 
there  were  not  very  many. 

Richard  S.  Yeo  (he  adopted  the 
pen  name  Yeoman  when  he 
became  involved  with  Whitman 
Coin  Products)  was  born  in 


Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  on 
August  15,  1904.  He  passed  away 
in  Tucson,  Arizona,  on 
November  9,  1998,  at  the  age  of 
84.  Yeoman's  involvement  in 
the  hobby  began  in  1932  when 
he  went  to  work  for  Whitman. 
The  coin  hobby  started  to  take 
off  when  J.K.  Post  of  Neenah, 
Wisconsin,  brought  his  penny 
board  design  to  Whitman  to 
produce  on  a contract  basis  in 
1934.  This  first  coin  holder 
became  very  popular  with  col- 
lectors. About  1936,  Whitman 
purchased  the  rights  to  the 
board  and  it  was  up  to  Yeoman 
to  promote  it. 

The  "Red  Book,"  was  delayed 
in  production  because  of  the 
rationing  caused  by  the  Second 
World  War  and  was  not  pub- 
lished until  1946,  though  it  bore 
1947  on  the  cover.  This  work  is 
the  most  widely  distributed  coin 
book  in  the  world  and  can  be 
found  in  most  book  stores  across 
the  United  States.  Yeoman  was 
also  the  author  of  other 
Whitman  coin  monographs 
such  as  A Catalog  of  Modern 
World  Coins , first  published  in 
1957,  and  Current  Coins  of  the 
World , first  published  in  1966. 

Yeoman  served  on  the  ANA 
board  of  governors  from  1946  to 
1951  and  was  a very  positive 
force  in  the  hobby.  He  received 
a number  of  national  awards  for 
his  outstanding  contributions  to 
numismatics.  In  1952  he 
received  the  ANA  Medal  of  Merit 
and  in  1957  was  awarded  the 
ANA's  highest  award  --  the 
Ferran  Zerbe.  In  1964  he  was 
appointed  to  the  U.S.  Assay 
Commission  by  President 
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CD  Review: 

Scottish  Currency 

by  E.  Tomlinson  Fort 


The  coinage  of  Scotland  has 
tended  to  be  overshadowed  by 
that  produced  by  its  southern 
neighbor  - England.  An  obvious 
example  of  this  is  in  the  Sylloge 
of  Coins  of  the  British  Isles  series. 
Of  the  almost  50  volumes  pub- 
lish only  one  has  been  devoted 
to  the  Scottish  series.  Even 
Ireland,  also  on  the  so-called 
"celtic  fringe,"  has  had  four  vol- 
umes to  its  credit. 

However,  while  the  Scots  were 
among  the  last  of  the  peoples  of 
Europe  to  begin  striking  coins 
(in  the  reign  of  David  I [1124- 
1153])  they  appear  to  be  among 


the  first  to  embrace  computer 
technology  when  it  comes  to 
stimulating  an  interest  in  their 
coinage. 

This  use  of  new  technology 
can  be  seen  in  this  new  CD  pro- 
duced by  National  Museums  of 
Scotland.  It  works  very  simply 
on  either  Macs  or  PCs.  It  con- 
tains hundreds  of  wonderful 
color  photos,  all  of  which  can  be 
enlarged  for  more  detail.  Most 
importantly,  this  work  is  a very 
good  survey  to  the  Scottish 
series  for  both  the  specialist  and 
the  newcomer. 

Basically,  the  disc  consists  of 


Mary,  Queen  of  Scots  1 542  - 1 567 


3 pounds  piece  / ryal 


Description  - Obverse 

Bsyrt  to  left 


MARIA  . DEI . G . SCOTOR . REGINA 
Mary  by  ike  graze  of  God  Quem  of  the  Seots 


Details 

u.  ,- 

Type  * 1st  Period 

Weight 

* 7-6  Igm 

Minted  * 1555 

Siee 

« 27 nun  by  27.5mm 

Value  * 3 pounds  Scots 

Pie  Axis 

« 6.0 

Mint  « Edinburgh 

NMS  no. 

* H.C4104 

A wonderful  selection  of  Scottish  coinage,  tokens  and  paper  money  from  the  12th  to  20th 
centuries  can  be  found  on  this  new  CD  from  the  National  Museums  of  Scotland 
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four  parts.  The  first  is  a general 
overview  of  Scottish  numismat- 
ics - coins,  tokens  and  paper 
money. 

The  second,  and  in  my  opin- 
ion the  best,  portion  of  the  CD 
is  the  section  on  the  Scottish 
coinage.  Over  275  coins  struck 
between  the  reigns  of  David  I 
and  Anne  (1702-1714)  are  illus- 
trated. Before  the  entry  for  each 
reign  there  are  a couple  of  pages 
with  a brief  overview  of  each 
series. 

While  the  section  on  the 
coinage  is  comprehensive,  and 
all  types  and  denominations  are 
well  illustrated,  such  coverage  is 
not  possible  with  the  token  and 
paper  money  portions.  Due  to 
the  massive  amount  of  material, 
any  such  coverage  would  take 
up  several  CDs  and  drive  up  the 
cost  considerably. 

However,  while  these  sections 
are  not  as  thorough,  they  do 
provide  well  illustrated  and  fas- 
cinating overviews.  The  Token 
section  contains  selections  from 
14  towns  scattered  around  the 
country.  You  can  view  them 
either  by  location  of  subject. 

The  paper  money  section  is 
arranged  both  by  date  as  well  as 
by  the  banks  which  issued  the 
notes.  Various  notes  issued  by 
some  25  Scottish  banks  are  illus- 
trated. Notes  printed  after  the 
Second  World  War  are  not 
shown,  though  this  is  probably 
due  to  the  British  restrictions  on 
illustrating  modern  currency. 

After  viewing  this  CD  1 have 
only  a couple  of  minor  com- 
plaints. The  first  is  the  lack  of  a 
further  reading  list.  A number  of 
the  entries  refer  to  the  standard 


sources,  such  as  Burns  or 
Stewart,  but  these  are  done  in 
abbreviated  form  and  to  one 
who  is  unfamiliar  with  these 
works  they  mean  nothing.  Since 
this  CD  is  designed  with  begin- 
ners in  mind,  a page  with  a list 
of  the  basic  reference  works 
might  have  been  useful. 

Another  minor  problem  occurs 
in  the  section  on  the  coinage. 
Here  the  coinages  of  Edward  I, 
Edward  II  and  Edward  III  of 
England  struck  at  the  Berwick 
mint  are  omitted.  While  these 
coinages  do  bear  the  names  of 
English  rather  than  Scottish 
kings,  they  were  produced  at  a 
Scottish  mint  from  locally  cut 
dies.  To  ignore  this  important 
series  is  somewhat  like  ignoring 
the  coinage  of  the  Empress 
Matilda  in  the  England  or  the 
Confederate  half  dollar  in  the 
American  series  simply  because 
they  were  produced  by  govern- 
ments whose  legitimacy  was 
questioned. 

However,  it  must  be  stressed 
that  these  are  very  minor  points, 
and  one  can  hope  that  they  will 
be  rectified  in  a future  edition. 
Overall,  this  is  a wonderful  work 
and  may  used  with  profit  by 
anyone  with  an  interest  in 
Scottish  history  and/or  numis- 
matics. 

The  CD  costs  £29.99  and  is 
available  from  the  National 
Museums  of  Scotland,  Chambers 
Street,  Edinburgh,  EH1  1JF, 
Scotland.  Postage  is  additional 
so  it  is  best  in  inquire  first, 
either  buy  post  or  email  - 
cara@nms.ac.uk.  You  can  also 
visit  their  web  site  at 
www.nms.ac.uk. 
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Complete  Your  Collection 

No  numismatic  bibliophile's  library  is  complete 
without  an  extensive  run  of  The  Asylum.  Below 
are  listed  all  of  the  back  issues  which  are  cur- 
rently available.  Better  hurry,  some  are  in  short 
supply  and  you'll  want  to  fill  those  holes  in  your 
collection  at  reasonable  prices 


Vol.  II 

Nos.  1,  2 

Vol.  XI 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  Ill 

Nos.  t,  2,  3/4 

Vol.  XII 

Nos.  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  IV 

Nos.  1,  3,  4 

Vol.  XIII 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  V 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  XIV 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  VI 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  XV 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  VII 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  XVI 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  VIII 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  XVII 

Nos.  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  IX 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  XVIII 

Nos.  1,2 

Vol.  X 

No.  1 

All  issues  are  $5.00  each  (including  postage). 
Photocopies  of  out  of  print  issues  are  also  available 

at  the  same  price. 

Make  all  checks  or  money  orders  payable  to 
‘‘Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society”  and  send  to: 

David  Hirt 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 
591 1 Quinn  Orchard  Road 
Frederick,  MD  21704 


Six  Classic  Works 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards 

Twenty-two  chapters  are  filled  with  stories  of 
treasures  hidden,  lost,  found,  and  some  waiting  to  be 
found.  456  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-404. 

List  $59.95 


The  History  of  United  States  Coinage 

Covers  all  American  series  from  colonials  to  terri- 
torial gold,  half  cents  to  $20  gold.  Equivalent  to  a 
university  course  in  coins.  572  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-130. 
list  $59.95 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

King  of  Coins 

A wonderful  book  chronicling  the  life  of  this  mag- 
nificent col  lector  and  his  fascinatingcollection  which, 
when  sold,  realized  $44  million!  176  pages,  illus- 
trated. Second  printing. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-146A. 

List  $62.50 


The  Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804 
and  the  Exciting  Adventures  of  Edmund  Roberts 

Take  a ride  on  the  U.S.S.  Peacock  as  it  delivers  the 
"King  of  Coins"  to  the  Sultan  of  Muscat.  Includes 
over  100  biographies  of  numistmatists  and  particu- 
lars about  each  1804  Silver  Dollar. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-407. 

List  $69.95 


The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

Chronicles  of  this  ill-fated  vessel,  its  loss  and 
recovery,  plus  stories  of  the  Gold  Rush  in  San  Fran- 
cisco and  a history  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  416 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-406. 

List  $69.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins: 

An  Illustrated  History 

The  definitive  work  on  American  gold  coins.  When 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James  Baker  wanted  to  know 
about  gold  coins,  he  consulted  this  book  Award  winner.  415 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-135. 

List  $57.95 


Books  are  the  key  to  collecting  pleasure  and  success!  We  offer  you 
dozens  of  titles  to  enhance  your  enjoyment  of  coins,  provide  interesting 
and  informative  reading,  and  contribute  to  your  numismatic  bottom  line. 
Buying  books  from  Bowers  and  Merena  has  the  added  advantage  of  being 
a financially  rewarding  experience  as  our  discounts  are  hard  to  beat.  Each 
and  every  title  is  offered  at  a 10%  discount  from  the  list  price  or,  if  the 
list  prices  of  the  books  in  your  order  total  $100  or  more,  take  a 20% 
discount!!!  Order  liberally  and  with  the  confidence  of  knowing  each 
purchase  you  make  comes  with  a .30-day  money-back  guarantee  of 
satisfaction!  Call  Mary  in  our  Publication  Department  to  order  these 
numismatic  “must-haves”  at  1-800-222-5993! 


: 




Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

A Collectors  Universe  Company — 

Box  1224  ♦ Wolfeboro,  NH  03894  ♦ 800-222-5993  ♦ In  NH:  569-5095  ♦ Fax:  (603)  569-5319 
www.bowersandmerena.com  ♦ e-mail:  directsales@bowersandmerena.com 
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ANY  LANGUAGE 


ANY  PERIOD 


ALWAYS  WANTED 


# & ft 

SPINK 

founded  1666 

69  SOUTHAMPTON  ROW  BLOOMSBURY, 
LONDON  WC1B  4ET.  TEL:  020  7563  4000 
FAX:  020  7563  4066  http://www.spink-online.com 
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betoorlbofbookststbe 
most  remarkable  erea; 
turn  of  mam  # J^otbmg 
else  that  be  bmltis  eber 
lasts. <*%  jHonumentS  fall; 
nations  perish;  clblll^atlons 
groto  olbanbbleout;anbafter 
an  era  of  barkness,  nelo  raees 
bullb  others.  Put  In  the 
toorlb  of  books  are  bolumes 
that  babe  seen  this  happen 
again  anb  again,  anb  pet  llbe 
on,  still  poung,  still  as  fresh 
as  the  bap  tbep  toere  bmtten, 
still  tellmgmen’sbeartsof  the 
hearts  of  men  centuries  beab. 
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In  memory  of  John,  Ken,  Armand, 
Jack  and  all  the  others  who  made 
books  an  integral  part  of  their  lives. 

. . . Myron  and  Daryl  Xenos 


In  all  ages  the  greatest , best , and  most  love- 
able men  have  been  lovers  of  books 
- Robert  M.  Williamson 


The  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 


